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Foreword. — The Virginia Law Review was not published 
during the session of 1918-1919. This was due to a combination 
of unavoidable circumstances, which arose directly or indirectly 
out of the war. Chief among these was the fact that the Law 
School did not open until after the Christmas holidays. There 
was a comparatively small attendance throughout the year, and 
especially was there a small number of experienced men on the 
Editorial Staff of the Virginia Law Review. Furthermore, it 
was found that it would be almost impossible to finance the pub- 
lication during the session. These difficulties combined to make 
the publication of the Review impracticable. 

However, with this number the Virginia Law Review begins 
its sixth volume. The present Board of Editors will continue the 
policy adopted by the previous Boards. In taking up the work 
again, after a lapse of one year, the difficulties which confront the 
Board are necessarily greater than they ordinarily would be. But 
notwithstanding this, the Board expects to uphold the standard of 
former years. To those who contribute our leading articles, we 
wish to express our sincere appreciation, for their assistance has 
alone made possible whatever we may have achieved in the past 
or may achieve in the future. 



The Law School. — The enrollment in the Law School is 
larger this year than ever before, there being 289 registered stu- 
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dents at the date of going to press. This increase in numbers is 
especially noticeable, when compared with the small enrollment of 
last year, when the total number of registrants was only 135. The 
following table indicates the enrollment by states and countries: 

Alabama 2 Mississippi 2 

Arkansas 2 New Jersey 1 

Connecticut 2 New York 7 

District of Columbia 7 North Carolina 7 

Delaware 4 Ohio 2 

Florida 3 Oklahoma 2 

Georgia 9 Pennsylvania 4 

Idaho 1 South Carolina 14 

Louisiana 1 Tennessee 10 

Kentucky 6 Texas 5 

Maryland 6 Virginia 174 

Michigan 1 West Virginia 10 

Missouri 2 Wyoming 1 

Montana 4 

Total 289 

The opening of the session marks several changes in the Fac- 
ulty. Professor Dobie, who has been absent for the past two 
years in military service in France, has returned to the Law 
School. Professor Hyde, who has also returned after an absence 
in military service, has charge of the work of Professor Eager, 
who has been granted a year's leave of absence. The instructor 
system, which has been suspended since 1917, has this year been 
restored. 



Right of Creditors to Subject the Proceeds of Life Insur- 
ance Policies Belonging to a Bankrupt Estate. 1 - — Under the 
Bankruptcy Act an interesting question arises as to the disposition 
of the proceeds of life insurance policies belonging to an estate 
which has been adjudicated bankrupt. This especially involves the 
rights of creditors who have or have not, respectively, participated 
in the distribution of the estate under bankruptcy proceedings. 
The provision in the Act which directly bears upon this subject is 
§ 70a (5), which reads as follows: 

"Provided, that when any bankrupt shall have any insurance 
policy which has a cash surrender value payable to himself, 
his estate or personal representative, he may, within thirty 
days after the cash surrender value has been ascertained and 
stated to the trustee by the company issuing the same, pay or 
secure to the trustee the sum so ascertained and stated, and 
continue to hold; own and carry such policy free from the 

1 For a general discussion of life insurance policies as assets in bank- 
ruptcy, see. 2 Va. Law Rev. 425. 



